
       September 2020  

Hello Neighbors & Friends! 

The members of the Upper Montgomery County Volunteer Fire Department (UMCVFD), send a heartfelt 
“Thank You” to our community.  Your continued support during this terrible pandemic reveals the true 
community spirit that we all enjoy.  

As COVID-19 continues to interrupt our lives in many ways, we are all asked to do our part.  Restrictions 
in our normal daily routines, such as going to school, work, grocery shopping, and church cause many in 
our community to feel isolated, find themselves without jobs, and struggling to adapt.  Please know that 
UMCVFD will respond when you need us the most. 

Unfortunately, after 74 years, UMCVFD had to cancel our long-standing community events such as, the 
July 4th Fireworks, Open House, Bingo, and possibly the Santa Breakfast.  These decisions are not easy, 
but to keep everyone in the community safe we felt they were for the best. 

With the cancellation of these events, we are now calling on our community for help in the way of a 
donation.  In years past these events helped fund many of UMCVFD’s financial needs.  Every dollar you 
donate helps UMCVFD serve a person in their time of need.  The funding provided by the community 
helps us improve facilities and add new equipment to ensure the safety of all of our first responders and 
citizens.  Just to name a few:  

•  Expansion of our Boat Support Units to enhance our swift water emergency response. 
•  Groundbreaking on a new 3-bay addition to our station.  This addition will house our Tanker and new 

Rescue Engine.  It includes the newly added drive-through apparatus driveway which enables a 
quicker response for station entry and exit from our property. 

•  In the spring, we hope to have a new Rescue Support Unit added to our emergency response fleet. 
•  Safety equipment for the first responders for COVID calls. 

Our selfless first responders put themselves at risk all the time to assist our community. COVID-19 added 
additional risk, but these dedicated heroes continue to serve you.  These volunteers run calls side by side 
with our career crew to enhance the staffing for UMCVFD.  In addition, the volunteers provide countless 
hours of administrative, construction and mechanical tasks.  Your donations play a critical role in helping 
in this extraordinary time of need.  

Please do not underestimate the importance of your donation!  Your donation truly makes a 
difference.  If you are a regular contributor, we truly appreciate your continued support . If you have not 
had the opportunity to donate in the past, please consider doing so.  No donation is too small. Most 
donations are tax-deductible.  We are a 501c3 non-profit organization.  Every Contribution is 
important to us!  

Upper Montgomery County Volunteer Fire Department thanks you for your continued support.  Please 
visit our website at www.umcvfd.org and like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/umcvfd  to see what 
we have been doing and to see notices of future events.  

We are looking forward to our Diamond Anniversary in 2021!  

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Haller      Michael Burns 
President      Fire Chief  

Upper Montgomery County
Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

 

October 1, 2019 
 
 
 
Hello Neighbors and Friends! 
 
Summer’s over, the kids are heading back in school, and before we know it the holiday season will be 
here.  The Upper Montgomery County Volunteer Fire Department (UMCVFD) is pleased to celebrate its 
73rd year of community service in 2019, and we are looking forward to our Diamond Anniversary in 
2021! 
 
Another year has passed, and we would like to update you on the activities our department achieved.  Our 
staff of volunteers and career personnel are ready 24/7 and responded to over 850 calls in 2018.  All these 
men and women are dedicated and committed to protecting you and your loved ones in case of an 
emergency.  Our station responded to various call types from fires to vehicle accidents, severe storms to 
natural disasters, as well as medical emergencies, which accounted for 80% of our responses. 
 
To meet the needs of the community and manage all emergencies, the department needs your support.  
We must constantly train personnel to best answer the calls from our community.  This requires us to 
replace and upgrade our equipment, conduct specialized training, maintain and upgrade emergency 
response equipment, and continue building maintenance--all which cost money.  It is your contributions 
that help a large portion of this budget.  Without your support, we cannot do what we do.  This past year 
we purchased a second Boat Support Unit to enhance our swiftwater emergency response.  To meet these 
growing needs, the department is adding additional engine bays to the station to house the apparatus 
needed to support the community.  It is our plan to also replace several of our aging pieces of apparatus in 
the coming year, including our 25-year-old brush truck and one of our command vehicles. 
 
So, please do not underestimate how important your donation is!  Your donation truly makes a 
difference.  (Should you receive a request for funding by anyone else concerning UMCVFD, please 
contact us.)  Your support is critical to our department.  If you are a regular contributor, we truly 
appreciate your past support and hope it will continue.  If you have not had the opportunity to donate in 
the past, please consider making a tax-deductible contribution.  No donation is too small.  Every 
Contribution is important to us! 
 
Please visit our website at www.umcvfd.org and like us on Facebook at facebook.com/umcvfd to see 
what we have been doing and help support our future fundraisers like Bingo, Pit Cooks, Open House, and 
most important the Santa Breakfast and Santa Ride through Poolesville!  You are also welcome to 
volunteer.  Thank you for your continued support.  Have a wonderful holiday season and new year! 
 
 
 

Heather Haller                                                                            Michael Burns 
President                                                                                     Fire Chief 
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